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AUSTRIA 
Side of the road used for driving:  Right 
Priority: To the right, unless indicated otherwise.  Most major roads  have priori ty over others . Signs will be  
visible s tating the priori ty. On mountain roads, if two vehicles  cannot pass, the vehicle with  the most di fficul t manoeuvre has right 
of way. 
Speed limits for light vehicles, unless otherwise indicated: In built up areas : 50 kph / 31mph (in Graz, the speed limit is 30kph / 
18mph) Outside buil t up areas: 100 kph (62 mph)  
Motorway: 130kph / 80mph (minimum speed is 60kph / 37mph) 
Blood alcohol limit (beyond which driving is prohibited):  0.5 grams per li tre (0.2 g/l  for drivers  who have held a driving licence for 
less than two years , for motorcyclis ts and for HGV and coach drivers ). 
Using a hand held mobile phone while driving: prohibi ted, although hands-free ki ts are permitted 
Safety belts: obligatory, in the front and the back.  

Children under 14, unless at least 150cm (4 feet 9 inches) tall, must use specially adapted seating. 
Anybody of 14 years and over less than 150cm (4 ft 9) must have a  height adjusted safety bel t. 
Drivers are obliged to have: 1 warning triangle, 1 fi rs t aid ki t 

 Obligation to have dipped headlights switched on during the daytime for motor vehicles: No 
Practical information: A flashing green light means that the lights are about to change to red, enabling vehicles close to the lights  

to pass through. Other vehicles should prepare to s top. A yellow light accompanied by a red 
light means that the lights are about to change to green . 
Motorhome /Caravan rules: Cars  towing a  caravan or a trailer with a  maximum weight of 750kg may not travel  at speeds  of over 

100kph (62mph) on motorways . 
For cars towing a caravan or a  trailer weighing more than 750kg:  if the weight of the trailer does  not exceed that of the vehicle and 
the maximum weight of both vehicles  does  not exceed 3.5 tonnes , the speed limit s tands  at 100 kph (62mph) on motorways and 

80kph (50mph) on other roads . Otherwise, the speed limit is set at 80kph (50mph) on the motorwa y and at 70kph (44mph) on 
other roads  for mobile homes of more than 3.5 tonnes , the speed limit is 80kph (50mph) on the motorway and 70kph (44mph) on 

other roads  (60kph / 37mph on most motorways  in the Tyrol  region). 

 
Road tolls in Europe:   

Vignettes are compulsory on all motorways and expressways  up to and 
including 3.5 t. in Austria , except road certain sections with additional tolls 
depending on mileage:  
                 A9 - Pyhrn Motorway: Bosruck Tunnel 
                 A9 - Pyhrn Motorway: Gleinalm Tunnel 
                A10 - Tauern Motorway: Tauern and  Katschberg Tunnels  
               A13 - Brenner Motorway: Enti re route  

               A13 - Brenner Motorway: Exi t Stubai  
              S16 - Arlberg Motorway: Arlberg Road Tunnel 

Payment label: You must display a "motorway" label in your windscreen if you wish to drive on Austrian motorways . These are 
valid for a week, six months or a  year. They can be obtained from post offices and some tobacconis ts/newsagents, and from 
Austrian border crossings . It is recommended that drivers ei ther purchase one at the border, or to leave the motorway at the last 
exi t before crossing the border into Austria . Even with this label, payment is s till required on some parts of the motorway s ystem 

and some tunnels . 

Composition of Austrian number plates: The fi rst letter denotes the ci ty the car comes from, followed by the flag of the ci ty, and 

then a  number that has no particular significance. 
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BELGIUM 
 Side of the road used for driving: right 
Priority: to the right, unless signalled otherwise if a driver stops , they lose the priori ty. 
Speed limits for light vehicles, unless otherwise indicated: In built up areas : 50 kph (31mph) 
Outside buil t up areas: 90kph (56mph) 
Motorway: 120kph (75mph) 
Speed limits are the same in both good and bad weather conditions , although the weather in Belgium is very changeable. Some 
years  ago, the issue of di fferent speed limits  for good weather and for rainy conditions was the source of much debate: some 
people wanted to s tick with current speed limits for rainy conditions  and to increase limits  for good weather, while others  wanted 
the current speed limits to apply to good driving conditions and to impose lower limits  for bad weather conditions. The debate 
went on, but in the end nothing was  changed. 
Blood alcohol limit (beyond which driving is prohibited): 0.5 grams per li tre 
Using a hand held mobile phone while driving: prohibi ted, although hands-free ki ts are permitted 

Safety belts: obligatory, in the front and the back 
Drivers are obliged to have: 1 warning triangle 
Obligation to have dipped headlights switched on during the daytime for motor vehicles: no 

Practical information: 
Green road signs  signi fy motorways - blue road signs signi fy other roads  - In Belgian Flanders , some road signs give French towns in 

Dutch only. Therefore, please bear in mind that Lille is called Ri jsel in Dutch, and Paris  is Pari js. 
Please note! Going through an amber traffic light is considered the same as  going through a red light, and may lead to a fine. 
Forgetting to lock your car is an offence punishable by a  150 euro fine. 

Motorhome /Caravan rules:   the same as  light vehicles . 
It is prohibi ted to park trailers or caravans for longer than 24 hours  on public roads . Motorways are free of charge and are well-li t 
at night. They have very few rest areas. Belgians pull over into the slow lane a  lot more rigorously than French drivers . Fol low their 

example Cyclists  may ride two abreast except where this makes passing impossible. Outside buil t up areas, 
they must ride in single file when a  car comes  up behind them. The Antwerp ring road is being given a complete overhaul . There is 

therefore frequent traffic jams at the moment. 
 
Road tolls in Europe: Motorways are free of charge in Belgium.  Except for Llefkenshoek Tunnel near Antwerp car Toll  e5.50 one 

way. 
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 Side of the road used for driving: right 
Priority:  to the right, unless indicated otherwise France, Pedestrians  already cross ing the road in the proper manner have priori ty. 
The French drive on the right and overtake on the left. If you are from the USA you should have no problems other than readin g the 
signs . If you are from the U.K or Ireland however, you will need to take great care in driving on the opposite side. Driving on 
sidelights  is not permitted in France. Lights  must be switched on in fog, mist or poor visibility during the day. When drivin g in 
France motorists  must carry a  warning triangle (In case hazard lights are inoperable). Which in the case of an accident or 
breakdown should be placed on the road thirty metres behind the vehicle and clearly visible from One hundred metres . Right of  
way is  given to ambulances , fi re -engines , police motorcycles , Police Secours, Pre fecture de Police, public utility cars  (Electrici te, 
Gaz, Compagnie Generale des Eaux, Service de Nettoiement) and any vehicle coming from your right. 
Speed limits for light vehicles, unless otherwise indicated:  
Normal Conditions Speed limit on Motorway: 130kph - Speed limit in Towns: 50kph - Speed limit on Major roads : 110kph  
When Wet  
Speed limit on Motorway in wet conditions : 110kph - Speed limit on major roads  in wet conditions : 90kph 

Passengers & Children - Children under 10 must not travel in the front with the exception of babies up to 9 months and less than 
9kg in rear facing restraint system appropriate to age and weight. Note: under no ci rcumstances should a rear facing restrain t be 
used in a front seat with an air bag. 

Accidents & Emergencies - Fi re 18 Police 17 Ambulance 15. European emergency call number is  also in use - dial 112 & request 
service required. 

Driving Requirements - Minimum age 18 licence holders  driving temporarily cars (or motorcycles over 80cc). Visi ting motoris ts who 
have held a  driving licence for less than two years  must adhere to the wet weather speed limit (see speed limits). 
Blood alcohol limit (beyond which driving is prohibited): 0.5 grammes per litre 

Using a hand held mobile phone while driving:  prohibi ted, although hands-free ki ts are permitted 
Safety belts:  obligatory, in the front and the back. Children under 12, unless at least 150cm (4 feet 9 inches) tall, must use specially 
adapted seating. 

Drivers are obliged to have:  1 warning triangle, 1 fi rst aid ki t 
Obligation to have dipped headlights switched on during the daytime for motor vehicles:  no 

 
Road tolls in Europe: Tolls (péage) are levied in France for all vehicles on many motorways  by several  toll operators . Only in Alsace, 
Lorraine, Bri ttany and on parts of the A75 can motorways be used largely free of charge.  They may also have an entry and exi t 

s tation and you will be given an entry ticket. You must give this to the cashier on exi ting that section of the road. You wil l be 
charged for that section, but if you lose your ticket, you will be charged the longest dis tance. All toll booths accept credit cards, so 
you can pay cash, credit or use a  pass. 
 

 

Toll charges  depend on dis tance and the tariff amount depends on 
the type of vehicle. The toll  amounts also depend on the costs for 
building the route.  

Automated toll payment used to be only possible for users with a 
French bank account. But now tolltickets and its service partners 
provide a Liber-t Box to all European users outside France - without 
the need for a French bank account! 
 
(At the moment not available to AU residents. We are in contact 
with www.tolltickets.com   and are working on a simple solution) 
If you have an EU address you could pre purchase a short term pass 

online  

 
 
 

 
GERMANY 

http://www.tolltickets.com/
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 Side of the road used for driving:  right 
 Priority:  to the right, unless indicated otherwise 
In Germany, pedestrians about to cross the road in the proper way have right of way (in France, Pedestrians  already crossing the 
road in the proper manner have priori ty). Any pedestrian waiting to cross at a designated crossing point therefore has to wai t until 
drivers allow him to cross . Proximity of a  pedestrian crossing where school children cross 
Speed limits for light vehicles, unless otherwise indicated:  
In built up areas : 50 kph (31 mph) 
Outside buil t up areas: 100 kph (62 mph) 
Dual carriageways : 130 kph (80 mph) 
Motorway: no speed limit (130 kph / 80 mph is the recommended speed and 60 kph / 37 mph is the minimum speed) 
Some parts of the motorway do not have a speed limit. However, a maximum of 130kph (80mph) is recommended. Other parts are 
subject to a  speed limit – which will usually be 130kph (in areas where animals may be likely to be crossing the road, for example). 
Therefore, please pay attention to queuing traffic, which can often cause accidents , and s tay in the right hand lane to allow  cars to 

overtake – some of which may be travelling at 200 kph (124 mph). Access to German motorways is  free of charge. 
Blood alcohol limit (beyond which driving is prohibited):  0.5 grammes per litre 
Using a hand held mobile phone while driving: prohibi ted, although hands-free ki ts are permitted 

Safety belts:  obligatory, in the front and the back. Children under 12, unless at least 150cm (4 feet 9 inches) tall, must use specially 
adapted seating. 

Drivers are obliged to have:  1 warning triangle, 1 fi rst aid ki t 
Obligation to have dipped headlights switched on during the daytime for motor vehicles:  no 
Practical information: 

Motorhome /Caravan rules: Cars  towing trailers and motor caravans weighing between 3.5 t and 7.5 t must not exceed 80kph 
(50mph) on motorways and dual carriageways . 
Cars  may only be washed in places speci fically designated for this purpose, such as carwashes , or specific places known as 

"Waschplätze". Anyone breaking this environmental regulation is punishable by law. 
Since November 2004, Berlin has had the biggest hydrogen fuel  service station in the world. Some adapted vehicles can therefore 

fill  up with hydrogen in ei ther liquid or gas form. 
 
Road tolls in Europe:  

There are no toll  roads  in Germany. Exceptions are the Warnow Tunnel  near Rostock and the  Herren tunnel  connecting Lübeck and 
Travemünde near Bremen in the North east of Germany. 
 
Emission Sticker: Purchasing the new emission s ticker that is required in certain parts  of Germany: The so-called 
"Kennzeichnungsverordnung" (Vehicle Regis tration Regulation) came into effect in Germany on 1 March 2007. This law enables 
ci ties and municipalities  to set up environment zones if the emission threshold values for fine particles are exceeded. These 
measures are intended to ensure cleaner ai r in inner city areas  and other densely trafficked areas by only allowing vehicles with the 

proper s ticker to drive in these zones . In this way Germany implements  EU Air Quality Directive 1999/30/EC. 
 
These can only be purchased at the CAR dealerships in Germany. Simply show the registration papers that you are given at the s tart 

of the lease and the dealer will provide you with the emission s ticker. The cost is approximately EUR8. 
 
Composition of German number plates: The fi rst part of the number plate indicates the ci ty the car comes from. There are over 

500 such administrative areas. It is therefore quite a challenge to remembe r them all ... 
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Side of the road used for driving:  right 
Priority unless otherwise indicated: right. At many crossroads , priori ty is indicated on road signs .  
Please note, priori ty is given to the right at roundabouts . 
Speed limits for cars and mobile homes exceeding 3.5 tonnes (unless indicated otherwise):  
In built up areas : 50 kph (31mph) Outside built up areas : 90kph (56mph) Dual carriageway: 110kph (68mph) Motorway: 130kph / 
80mph (150kph / 93mph on some roads  – the limit will be sta ted on road signs) 
Using a hand held mobile phone while driving:  prohibi ted, although hands -free ki ts are permitted 
Safety belts: obligatory, in the front and the back. Children under 12, unless at least 150cm (4 feet 9 inches) tall, must use specially 
adapted seating. 
Drivers are obliged to have:  1 reflective jacket and 1 warning triangle. Anybody trapped on the road through breakdown or 
accident must wear a reflective jacket. A s ticker indicating the country of origin must be s tuck onto the back of the vehicle. The 
police may turn a blind eye to this i f your number plates indicate the country of registration. 
Obligation to have dipped headlights switched on during the daytime for motor vehicles: yes  on fast roads and motorways 

Practical information: 
Road signs/signals: 
Sometimes, the red light doesn't go out and the green arrow light appears simultaneously!  If this happens , you have right of  way. 

Two continuous  stripes running alongside each other may not be crossed. 
Motorhome /Caravan rules: Cars  towing a  caravan or a trailer may not exceed 80kph (50mph) on the motorway or 70kph (44mph) 

on other roads . Vehicles coming from the opposi te di rection wanting to turn left have to do so di rectly and not have to go round 
traffic.  Although you should try not worry too much about this , please watch out for simulated accidents set up by criminals in 
order to rob touris ts. Overtaking a  stationary tram is forbidden while passengers  climb on and off the tram, i f there is no dedicated 

tram shel ter. 
Italian roads are very busy on Fridays  and Sundays  during the summer. 

Access to central Rome is forbidden for vehicles without a special permit to drive in the limited zone (the old town) between Monday and 
Friday from 6.30am to 6pm and on Saturdays between 2pm and 6pm. This permit is provided to residents  and to public authori ties. In 
Naples, extra  vigilance is necessary to avoid minor accidents  due to the traffic density, the narrow roads and a  di fferent idea  of the 

Highway Code. Vehicles without catalytic converters  are forbidden in Naples and the ci ty suburbs  between Monday and Thursday from 
8.30am to 1.30pm. Road traffic is extremely di fficul t at the weekend during the summer months , and can also be hazardous on t he 
Sorrentine and Amalfi  coasts . During the summer holidays , non-resident vehicles  are not permitted on the islands near Naples  (Capri , 

Ischia , Procida). Motor caravans  and caravans  are not permitted to drive on the road down the Amalfi  coast.  Driving in Naple s, Palermo 
and Rome may be prohibi ted on certain da ys  when pollution is at i ts highest. This may be a  total ban, or it may be limited to vehicles 
without catalytic converters . 
 

 

 

  
  
NETHERLANDS 
Side of the road used for driving:  right 

Road tolls in Europe:  
The Italian toll  system is complicated and for touris ts i t takes getting 
used to. Not only that, but different motorway operating companies  are 

in charge of individual route sections . The toll amount mostly depends 
on the route length and is usually determined by means of a ticket 
issued at the motorway access, or a  flat rate is charged on some 
motorway sections . Payment can be in cash, at some places  with credit 
card or everywhere with the VIAcard and Telepass. Because - except for 
Sicily - only the VIAcard and Telepass are accepted all over Italy and are 
recommended to avoid queuing at cash payment booths .  

Automated toll  payment with a Telepass used to be only possible for 
users  with an Italian bank account. But now tolltickets and i ts service 
partners provide the Telepass with VIAcard to all European users outside 

Italy - without the need for an Italian bank account! Now you only need 
to register and in a  few days you receive your Telepass and VIAcard from 
toll tickets   

 
(At the moment not available to AU residents. We are in contact with 

www.tolltickets.com   and are working on a simple solution)  
 
If you have an EU address you could pre purchase a short term pass 

online. 
 

http://www.tolltickets.com/
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Priority unless otherwise indicated: priori ty is given to the right at roundabouts  (unless otherwise indicated) 
Speed limits for cars and mobile homes exceeding 3.5 tonnes (unless indicated otherwise): 
In built up areas : 50 kph (31mph) 
Outside buil t up areas: 80kph (50mph) 
Dual carriageways : 100kph (62mph) 
Motorway: 120kph (75mph) 
Blood alcohol limit (beyond which driving is prohibited): 0.5 grams per li tre 
Using a hand held mobile phone while driving:  prohibi ted, although hands -free ki ts are permitted 
Safety belts:  obligatory, in the front and the back 
Helmets for cyclists and motorcyclists: yes , at speeds above 25kph 
Drivers are obliged to have:  there is no obligatory equipment 
Obligation to have dipped headlights switched on during the daytime for motor vehicles: no, but this is recommended 
Practical information: 

Road signs/signals: 
At the access point of a crossroads , a  line made up of white triangles painted on the road surfa ce is intended to inform the driver 
that he should give way to any other vehicle (including bicycles) al ready on the crossroads . Start of residential areas . Redu ced 

visibility 
Motorhome /Caravan rules: cars  towing a caravan must not travel  at speeds of over 80 kph (50mph) outside buil t up areas. 

Meaning of Dutch number plates: Number plates  indicate the year of the vehicles manufacture. Usually, Dutch cars  have yellow 
number plates  with black lettering. Taxis have blue number plates with black lettering and vintage vehicles (25 years  old or more) 
are allowed to drive with blue number plates with white lettering.  

 
Road tolls in Europe:  There are no toll roads in Holland. However, before entering tunnel  the Dordse Kil  in the Biesbosch region, 
and the Westerschelde Tunnel  you have to pay a small fee.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
PORTUGAL 
Side of the road used for driving: right 
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Priority unless otherwise indicated: to the right, unless indicated otherwise Cyclists and horse -drawn vehicles must give way to 
motor vehicles unless these motor vehicles are just exi ting a  building, a parking space or are at a  
roundabout. 
Speed limits for light vehicles, unless otherwise signposted: In buil t up areas : 50 kph (31mph) 
Outside buil t up areas: 90kph (56mph) 
Dual carriageway: 100kph (62mph) 
Motorway: 120kph (75mph) 
Blood alcohol limit (beyond which driving is prohibited): 0.5 grams per li tre 
Using a hand held mobile phone while driving:  prohibi ted, although hands -free ki ts are permitted 
Safety belts:  obligatory, in the front and the back 
Drivers are obliged to have:  1 reflective jacket and 1 warning triangle. 
Obligation to have dipped headlights switched on during the daytime for motor vehicles: Not obligatory except on the IP5 
between Aveiro and Vilar Formoso 

Practical information: 
Motorhome /Caravan rules: 
For vehicles towing caravans or trailers , the speed limit s tands  at 70kph (44mph) on roads outside built up areas , 80kph (50mph) on 

dual carriageways and 100 kph (62mph) on motorways . In the event of an accident, it is customary not to move the vehicles 
involved unless absolutely necessary, until the police have had the opportunity to assess the situation.  

Road tolls in Europe: There are toll roads throughout Europe and the way they "work" varies . In most countries  you pay as you exi t 
the toll  road - with the piece of paper obtained when entering the toll road telling the toll booth where you entered. 

Road toll in Portugal Car  Car Towing Caravan/Trailer  Additional Information  

A1  19.50  19.50  Lisboa - Porto  

A10  0.80  0.80  A9 - Arruda dos Vinhos -  A13  

A11  4.75  4.75  A28/Braga(A3) - Guima raes (A7) - A4  

A12  1.90  1.90  Setubal - Pte Vasco de Gama  

A13  6.30  6.30  Santo Estevao - Marateca (A2/A6)  

A14  1.80  1.80  Figueira da Foz - Coimbra Nord  

A15  3.55  3.55  Caldas da Rainha - Santa rem  

A2  17.80  17.80  Lisboa - VLA (Algarve)  

A21  0.55  0.55  Malveria (A8) - Mafra  

A3  7.85  7.85  Porto - Valença do Minho (Spain/Vigo)  

A4  3.65  3.65  Porto - Amarante  

A5  1.25  1.25  Lisboa - Cascais  

A6/A2  11.90  11.90  A2/Marateca - Elvas (Spanish border)   

A7  1.55  1.55  Vila Nova de Famalicao - Guimaraes  

A8  8.50  8.50  Lisboa - Leiria  

A9  2.75  2.75  A1(Alverca) - A5 (Estadio)  

 
Bridges and Tunnels  

Car  Car Towing Caravan/Trailer  Additional Information  

25th April Bridge (Ponte 25 
de Abril)  

1.35  1.35  On A2 (payable in one direction - north into Lisbon - only. No toll 
in August)  

Vasco da Gama Bridge 

(Ponte Vasco da Gama)  

2.25  2.25  On A12 (tolls are payable in one direction only when travelling 

north)  

 
 

 

 
SPAIN 
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Side of the road used for driving:  right 
Priority:  to the right, unless indicated otherwise 
Speed limits for light vehicles, unless otherwise indicated: In built up areas : 50 kph (31mph) 
Outside buil t up areas: 90kph (56mph) Dual carriageways : 100 kph (62 mph) Motorway: 120kph (75mph) 
Blood alcohol limit (beyond which driving is prohibited):  0.5 grams per li tre (0.3 g/l  for drivers  who have held a driving licence for 
less than two years , for HGV and coach drivers , for the transport of dangerous  substances and for the public authori ties). 
Using a hand held mobile phone while driving: prohibi ted (earphones and hands-free ki ts are also prohibi ted) 
Safety belts: obligatory, in the front and the back 
Helmets for cyclists and motorcyclists:   obligatory 
Drivers are obliged to have:  1 reflective jacket, 2 warning triangles and spare bulbs. 
According to a  decision taken by the General  Traffic Directorate in Spain, a single warning triangle is obli gatory for foreign vehicles. 
This decision is the result of an agreement with the French authori ties. Any person on the road on foot due to a  breakdown or  an 
accident must wear a reflective jacket. 

Obligation to have dipped headlights switched on during the daytime for motor vehicles:  no 
Practical information: 
Road signs/signals: 

Urban areas : 
Likelihood of high population density 

Motorhome /Caravan rules: 
For vehicles towing caravans or trailers  weighing more than 750kg, the authorised speed limit s tands  at 70kph (44mph) on ordinary 
roads outside built up areas , 80kph (50mph) on dual carriageways and motorways . For mobile homes and vehicles towing caravans  

or trailers weighing less than 750kg, the authorised speed limit s tands at 80kph (50mph) on ordinary roads  outside buil t up areas, 
90kph (56mph) on dual  carriageways  and motorways . A vehicle towing a caravan must display a  square blue plate with a yellow 
triangle at the front of the car. The police may turn a  blind eye to this requirement for foreign -registered vehicles . It is forbidden to 

use any video or television equipment inside the vehicle which may distract the driver (except for GPS direction systems). 
Some parking spaces require tickets  that are sold in tobacconists '.  

Road tolls in Europe: There are toll roads throughout Europe and the way they "work" varies . In most countries  you pay as you exi t 
the toll  road - with the piece of paper obtained when entering the toll road telling the toll booth where you entered. 

Road tolls  in Spain Car  Car Towing Caravan/Trailer  Additional Information  

 
A1  8.75  8.75  Burgos -  A68 (near Miranda de Ebro)  

A12  3.85  3.85  Leon - Astorga  

A15/A68  12.05  12.05  Pamplona (Irunea) - Tudela  

A19  3.97  3.97  Barcelona - Blanes  

A2  16.25  16.25  Zaragoza - Tarragona  

A3  3.40  3.40  Madrid - Casa de la Mora leja  

A4  5.90  5.90  Cadiz - Dos Hermanas (Sevilla)  

A41  2.20  2.20  Madrid - Toledo  

A51  8.10  8.10  Madrid - Avila  

A55  2.30  2.30  La Coruna - Carballo  

A57  1.45  1.45  Vigo - Baiona  

A6  9.35  9.35  Villalba - Adanero  

A61  7.35  7.35  Madrid - Segovia  

A66  10.60  10.60  Leon - Oviado  

A68  8.80  8.80  Miranda de Ebro -  Bilbao (Bilbo)  

A68  17.65  17.65  Zaragoza - Miranda de Ebro  

A7  1.41  1.41  La Jonquera (French Frontier) - Barcelona  

A7  3.15  3.15  Alicante (Alacant) - Cartagena  

A7  11.26  11.26  Barcelona - Tarragona  

A7  13.15  13.15  Malaga - Gibralta r  

A7  13.90  13.90  Valencia - Alicante (Alacant)  

A7  22.00  22.00  Tarragona - Valencia  
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Road tolls  in Spain Car  Car Towing Caravan/Trailer  Additional Information  

A8  8.59  8.59  Bilbao (Bilbo)  - Irun (French Frontier)   

A9  5.15  5.15  La Coruna - Santiago de Compostela  

A9  7.35  7.35  Santiago de Compostela - Vigo  

AP53  5.15  5.15  Santiago de Compostela - Ourense  

C16  20.83  20.83  Barcelona - Puigcerda (Tunel del Cadi)  

C32  11.26  11.26  Barcelona - Tarragona  

E9  3.52  3.52  Barcelona - Tunel de Vallviderol  

M12  1.75  1.75  Madrid (Ba rajas) Airport - E5/A1  

R2  6.85  6.85  Madrid - Guadalajara  

R5  3.50  3.50  Madrid - Navadcarnero  

Bridges and Tunnels SPAIN Car  Car Towing Caravan/Trailer  Additional Information  

Tunel del Cadi  11.00  11.00  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
SWITZERLAND 
Side of the road used for driving:  right 
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Priority:  to the right usually, but there are many exceptions  to this rule, which will be s tated on road signs 
At roundabouts , drivers should give way to any vehicle coming from the left, even if i t has not yet got onto the roundabout 
Speed limits for light vehicles, unless otherwise indicated:  
In built up areas : 50 kph (31mph) 
Outside buil t up areas: 80kph (50mph) 
Dual carriageways : 100kph (62mph) 
Motorway: 120kph (75mph) 
Blood alcohol limit (beyond which driving is prohibited):  0.5 grams per li tre 
Using a hand held mobile phone while driving: prohibi ted, although hands-free ki ts are permitted 
Safety belts:  obligatory, in the front and the back 
Drivers are obliged to have: 1 warning triangle 
Obligation to have dipped headlights switched on during the daytime for motor vehicles: no, but this is recommended 
Practical information: 

Road signs/signals: 
Motorways have green road signs . Main roads have blue road signs . On narrow mountain roads  with passing points, drivers should 
look out for any signals and indications given by drivers  of public transport in queuing traffic 

Narrow mountain roads  with passing points. There are a lot of blue parking zones . Do not forget to use a parking disc. 
Motorhome /Caravan rules: 

For vehicles towing caravans or trailers , the speed limit is set at 80kph (50mph) on roads outside  built up areas and on motorways . 
For mobile homes , the speed limit is  set at 80kph (50mph) on roads outside built up areas and at 100kph (62mph) on motorways 
and on roads with limited access (express roads). In some areas, drivers must switch off their engine at red lights . 

Emergency numbers: 
If you need to call for urgent medical  assistance, dial 144 from either a landline or a mobile telephone. 117 is the number for the 
police. In the event of a  breakdown, the roadside assistance service can be contacted on 140. 

Driving on motorways and express roads in Switzerland requires displaying a special disc on your windscreen. This  system takes the 
place of the more usual  payment kiosks  elsewhere in Europe. This disc is  valid for the full year in which i t is  printed – the last month 

of the previous year and the fi rs t month of the following year (e.g.: the 2006 disc is  valid from 1st December 2005 until 31st January 
2007). This disc can be bought at a number of places in Switzerland (customs offices , petrol s tations , regional car services and 
branches of the Swiss Touring Club), and i t can also be bought at the border and from French Automobile clubs . 

Composition of Swiss number plates: The fi rst two letters on Swiss number plates refer to the Canton (GE for Geneva, VD for 
Vaudé). The number plate refers  to the owner and not to the vehicle. Swiss number plates are only issued if the owner is insured.  
It is also possible to suspend insurance coverage by handing in number plates (in winter, for example). 
Road tolls in Europe:  Switzerland charges a  fee for the use  of motorways  (green road signs). The vignette, which is a s ticker 
applied to inside of the windscreen, costs  a flat-rate price and is mandatory for motor vehicles. Vignettes can be purchased at a 
number of places in Switzerland (customs offices , petrol s tations , regional  car services and branches of the Swiss Touring Club), and 
i t can also be bought at the border and from French Automobile clubs . They are valid from 1 December until 31 January of the year 

after the following year. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Side of the road used for driving: on the left, overtake on the right (SAME AS AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND) 
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Changing the side of the road you drive on is not easy to get used to, and the reflexes  of drivers  coming over from the conti nent 
tend to make them carry on behaving as  though they were driving on the right. Take particular care when: 
going on to and coming off roundabouts . Roundabouts run clockwise – always  drive to the left. It is easiest to remain in the outside 
lane. You cross a  junction you set off a fter s topping 
Priority: there is no broad s tandard for priori ty – drivers  must take their instructions from road signs 
Vehicles arriving at roundabouts  should give way to vehicles coming from the right (unless indicated otherwise). 
Speed limits for light vehicles, unless otherwise indicated:  
In built up areas : 30mph (48kph) Outside buil t up areas: 50mph (83kph) Dual carriageways : 60mph (97kph) 
Motorway: 70mph (112kph) 
Blood alcohol limit (beyond which driving is prohibited):  0.8 grams per li tre 
Using a hand held mobile phone while driving:  permitted (a  law is  currently being drafted to sanction the use of a hand held 
mobile telephone whilst driving) 
Safety belts: obligatory, in the front and the back 

Drivers are obliged to have:  1 warning triangle (prohibi ted on the motorway) 
Obligation to have dipped headlights switched on during the daytime for motor vehicles: no 
Practical information: 

Road signs/signals: 
The "Give Way" sign means  that other drivers have priori ty. The "Elderly People" sign: please take care, as elderly people may be 

crossing the road. In the United Kingdom, drivers  do not usually have to fill in an accident report. Instead, they simply make a  
declaration to their insurance company. Al though there may be no accident report to fi ll in, make a note of as much of the 
following information as possible:  the identity and the address of the other driver the vehicle registration number, the insurance 

company and their contact number, the contact details of any witnesses  1 mile = 1.6 km  Motorways  are free of charge. If you wish 
to drive in London between Monday and Friday from 7am to 6.30pm, you have to pay a  "congestion charge" of five pounds per 
day. 

Composition of British number plates:  
The firs t letter indicates the region that the vehicle is from and the second indicates the ci ty. The two following letters  indicate the 

date that the car fi rs t entered into use. A fai rly complex system is used for this part of the number plate. 
Road tolls in United Kingdom: Toll  charges are made on some roads , tunnels, and bridges as  a way of cutting congestion. Bri tain is  
very different from other European countries as  only 1 of its  roads  is tolled. And this  road also has  a non -tolled alternative route.  

Motorway tolls: M6 Toll  Road - from junction 4 rejoining the M6 at 11a. The M6 splits  and rejoins  at junction 4 and 11a. You   
                                       can   use the regular M6 route without being charged. Cars :  £4.70 

Tunnel tolls:       Dartford Tunnel (Thames) Cars : day £1.50  night: Free (22.00>0600)  
                              Mersey Tunnel  (Liverpool) Cars : £1.40  
                              Tyne Tunnel  (Newcastle) Cars : £1.20   
Bridge tolls:        Queen Eli zabeth II Bridge  (M25 motorway) Cars : day £1.50  night: Free (22.00>0600) 
                              Severn Bridge (M48 motorway, westbound) Cars : £5.50   

                              Second Severn Crossing (M4 motorway, westbound) Cars : £5.50   
                              Humber Bridge (A15 road) Cars : £2.70   
                              Tamar Bridge (A38 road, eastbound) Cars : £1.00   

                              Cleddau Bridge (A477 road) Cars : £0.75   
 
 London Congestion Zone:  If you pay the charge on the day of travel  you pay £8. Certain vehicles are subject to the Congestion 

Charge if driven within the charging zone between 07:00 and 18:00, Monday to Friday.  You do not have to pay the charge on 
weekends, English public holidays , designated non-charging days , or between 18:00 and 07:00. 

Non-charging days: All charging days that fall between Christmas Day and New Year’s Day inclusive are designated non-charging 
days . Vehicles that drive within the zone on or between these dates will not incur the Congestion Charge. 
Full interactive map please enter this URL in your browser:   

 http://trafficalerts.tfl .gov.uk/microsite/tn2007-map.php?cc&easting=525789&northing=179685 
 

This information is provided free of charge and may not incur the contractual or criminal liability 
of La Prévention Routière. This information is not intended to act as a replacement for the legal 
texts, to which it is generally recommended that drivers refer. 
 
http://www.mappy.co.uk/ is a  fabulous web-site recommended by globalCARS giving the road traveller a wealth of information. 

http://www.visitbritain.co.uk/redirect/bounce.aspx?cid=1&url=http://www.merseytunnels.co.uk/nossl/html/fees.php

